nexi "1

NEXI AND DEUTSCHE TELEKOM SELECTED BY THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK
TO PROVIDE THE DIGITAL EURO NETWORK SERVICE PROVIDER (NSP) CONNECTIVITY

The partnership secures a ten-year service agreement to deliver a secure, resilient, and
highly scalable Network Service Provider solution across the euro area

Berlin & Milan, 30th of October 2026 — Nexi, in temporary grouping with Deutsche Telekom,
has been selected by the European Central Bank (ECB) as one of the two successful tenderers,
for the provision of Network Service Provider (NSP) Connectivity for the digital euro, and the
one providing NSP services to support the pilot project. This announcement follows the
conclusion of the ECB's negotiated public procurement procedure to select contractors for the
provision of secure, reliable, and high-performance connectivity services for the future digital
currency.

The implementation of this high-performance network—which will interconnect the data
centers hosting the components of the Digital Euro Service Platform (DESP) as well as enable
crucial external actors such as Payment Service Providers (PSPs) and National Central Banks to
access the Digital Euro Service Platform (DESP)—is a foundational pillar for the successful
launch and operation of the digital euro project.

The joint solution proposed by Nexi and Deutsche Telekom offers a robust and scalable
connectivity and mediation platform designed to enable the end-to-end exchange of digital
euro transactions across the entire DESP ecosystem. Engineered to guarantee the smooth
delivery of digital euro services to end-users, the architecture supports high levels of scalability
and elasticity, allowing resources to be adjusted efficiently to meet varying transaction volumes
and peak usage scenarios.

The total duration of the service agreement is ten years from the contract's official start date.

“The ECB’s decision to award the temporary grouping Nexi and Deutsche Telekom one of the
two digital euro connectivity contracts represents an important milestone for our Group and
further confirms Nexi’s role as a strategic infrastructure partner in the European payments’
ecosystem. The digital euro is a key initiative for the future of payments and for strengthening
Europe’s digital sovereignty” commented Bernardo Mingrone, CEO of Nexi Group. “This ten-
year service agreement represents a significant industrial achievement, recognizing our
technological capabilities and Nexi’s ability to make a concrete contribution to an initiative of
this scale. With our pan-European scale, strong local presence and distinctive technological
expertise, Nexi is positioned to help driving the digital euro transformation and the future
evolution of digital payments, providing a secure, resilient and scalable infrastructure to support
banks, businesses and institutions across the euro area.”

“The euro area financial ecosystem depends on secure, resilient and trusted digital
infrastructure. As Europe’s largest telecommunications company, Deutsche Telekom, together
with our partners, is proud to contribute to the digital euro initiative led by the ECB on behalf of

1

Nexi SpA Corso Sempione 55, 20149 Milan, Italy « T. +39 02 3488.1 « F. +39 02 3488.4180 « www.nexigroup.com
Milan, Monza Brianza and Lodi Registry of Companies, Tax Code 09489670969 « Representative of the Nexi VAT Group - VAT 10542790968
Milan Register of Economic Activities (REA) 2093618 « Share Capital € 118.942.097,41 fully paid-up


https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/intro/news/html/ecb.mipnews261030.en.html
https://ted.europa.eu/en/notice/-/detail/753352-2026

nexi "1

the Eurosystem. For decades, we have delivered mission-critical connectivity and digital services
to governments, public institutions and enterprises across Europe. Through initiatives such as
European quantum communication infrastructure and IRIS? and other classified network
projects with security or government institutions, Deutsche Telekom is helping build the secure,
resilient digital infrastructure Europe needs to protect its institutions, strengthen its strategic
autonomy and advance its digital sovereignty. This contribution reflects our long-term
commitment to strengthening Europe’s digital sovereignty and supporting the resilience of its
financial infrastructure (Gottfried Ludewig, Senior Vice President / Leader Public Sector and
Health Industry Deutsche Telekom).”

Nexi

Nexi is Europe's PayTech company operating in high-growth, attractive European markets and technologically
advanced countries. Listed on Euronext Milan, Nexi has the scale, geographic reach and abilities to drive the
evolution of digital payments in Europe. With its portfolio of innovative products, e-commerce expertise and
industry-specific solutions, Nexi provides flexible support for the digital economy and the entire payment
ecosystem globally, across a broad range of different payment channels and methods. Nexi’s technological
platform and the best-in-class professional skills in the sector enable the company to operate at its best in three
market segments: Merchant Solutions, Issuing Solutions and Digital Banking Solutions. Nexi constantly invests in
technology and innovation, focusing on two fundamental principles: meeting, together with its partner banks,
customer needs and creating new business opportunities for them. Nexi is committed to supporting people and
businesses of all sizes, transforming the way people pay and businesses accept payments. It offers companies the
most innovative and reliable solutions to better serve their customers and expand. By simplifying payments and
enabling people and businesses to build closer relationships and grow together, Nexi promotes progress to benefit
everyone. www.nexi.it/en www.nexigroup.com
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